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Dear Parents and Carers,
Hello and Welcome/Welcome Back!

We would like to extend a very warm
welcome to all the families -that are new to
the Nursery School. We hope that your
children settle quickly, and you all feel very
welcome in our school.

Please do share any worries or concerns
you have at any time — we think this is a
wonderful place for children to be, but we
are always keen to build on what we
already do. We look forward to getting to
know all our parents and children
individually.

We have a busy Spring Term ahead so
please read on to see what we have
planned and for some useful reminders.
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In this Newsletter you will find information on:

e Staffing Updates

e Christmas Raffle

e Christmas Thankyous

e Clothing Bank

e Nursery Clothing

e Clothing Swap-Shop

e Fruit Donations

e Nut Free School

e Birthday Celebrations

e Bad Weather Announcements
e Holiday Care Bookings

e World Book Day

e Comic Relief

e Parent Consultation Evenings
e Children’s belongings

e Book Bag Reminders

e \Woodwork

e Big Garden Birdwatch

e Families Aloud

e Dates for your Diary

Staffing Updates

We are delighted to welcome
a new face to our Nursery
School team. Keeley Hillman
will be joining us as a Nursery
Assistant.




We are currently recruiting for a new Lunchtime
Assistant and a Nursery Assistant so if you know
anyone with relevant experience and a level 3
childcare qualification, please do point them in our
direction!

Christmas Raffle
We would like to say a big thank

you to everyone who donated —
items and bought tickets/
encouraged friends and family to ¢

do the same for our Christmas
Raffle. We were able to raise £281 which will go
towards buying resources.

Christmas Thankyous

It seems a long time ago now,
but thank you to everyone who
joined us for our Christmas
celebrations.

And more thankyous from all the
staff for your generosity over the Christmas period
and for the lovely cards and thoughtful gifts you
bought for us as staff — we definitely got through
the end of term fuelled by sugar...and even had
some to kick-start our new term!

Clothing Bank P
Are you needing to have a post- | k-
Christmas clear-out? We can help
you! Our clothing bank, located on
the roundabout in our car park takes




donations of not only clothes, but shoes, towels,
soft toys and more - the more you donate, the
more money we, and the charity receive.

Nursery Clothing

Do remember to send vyour

| children in with warm jumpers and
coats (preferably waterproof) and

sturdy shoes for outdoor play, plus
plenty of pairs of socks and trousers in this colder
and wet weather. Also, please bring a pair of
named wellies for your child to keep in their group
welly box in the garden — splashing in the huge
puddles we get in our garden is so much fun! If
your child has a waterproof all-in-one that would
be useful too — we do have some, but not enough
for everyone and they are so helpful for keeping
them warm, dry (and cleaner!) in the garden.

As much as we encourage children to look after
their belongings and put them on their peg, in a big
and busy Nursery things do go astray! It would
help us enormously if you could label your child’s
clothing. You don’t need to buy fancy labels — a
permanent marker or biro works just as well.

Clothing ‘Swap Shop’ &>

We all know how quickly children | & %, 4
grow (and grow out of their -\7\\“5%}“6\ e
clothes and what an expense it ‘\‘V:/ |
IS to keep up with the constant

new clothes that are needed!) If you weren't
already aware, to help with this, we have a



clothing rail just above the sofa in our foyer area,
where you can donate or take clothes for your
child as you need.

Fruit Donations

During the session at Nursery
the children enjoy fruit, water and
milk as snacks.

To help us to provide healthy
snacks for the children we ask if families could
donate two pieces of fruit per week. Thank you.

Nut Free School

We would like to remind you that we
are a nut-free school. To keep our
children with allergies safe we ask that

no nuts or anything that contains nuts
come onto Nursery premises.

Birthday Celebrations

Due to the large number of children
with allergies and dietary
requirements in Nursery now as well
as new nutrition guidelines for early
years settings, we will no longer be
able to give out birthday cakes from home on the
children’s birthdays. We will of course still
celebrate their birthdays!




Bad Weather Announcements
Just in case we have any snowy
weather, please be aware that in
the event of snow we will share any
news about closure or partial b
closures on our Facebook page and will also
attempt to emalil parents, where possible.

Holiday Care Bookings

HoLipAY e ( |Our Holiday Care booking forms
are up in the foyer (on the
whiteboard). For us to ensure that
we have the correct staffing in

place we ask that you book any dates that you
need for the February half term holiday by 23"
January. Little Tums don’t deliver to us during
holiday periods due to the much lower number of
children so all children who attend Holiday Care
will need to bring a packed lunch. Jess has lots of
fun activities planned over the Holidays, so look
out for further details.

World Book Day

We will be celebrating World Book | BOOK
Day in Nursery on Wednesday 4th DAY
March.

It's worth noting that at Nursery, we

celebrate this a day earlier than the

official day as Wednesday is the day that majority
of our children are at Nursery.

It would be great if your child could choose and
bring in their favourite storybook (named) and



come dressed in their pyjamas (with warm layers
underneath) ready to snuggle up for a story.

Comic Relief
ED Not long after World Book Day
'go comes Comic Relief. We will be
marking this in Nursery on Friday
20" March. Children can wear something red plus
bring a donation for the amazing work of Comic
Relief!
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Parent Consultation Evenings
This is a chance to catch up with |
your child’s Keyworker and hear HP

about their progress in Nursery or *‘| G
discuss how they are settling. A h -fk |

We are offering appointments face

to face for parents/carers of Nursery School
children on Wednesday 11th March. The dates
for the Up to 3s’ parents/carers are 4t and 18"
March (some Keyworkers may have additional
dates allocated).

This is a really important part of your child’s
educational journey in Nursery and a key part of
working together to help your child make the best
possible progress so please do make every effort
to attend.

Please note: we are unable to look after any
children during the consultations, and it is better
that children are not present during the meeting
with your child’'s Keyworker, as this can be
distracting for parents and carers but also makes it




difficult to talk about any more sensitive matters.
Therefore, please find alternative arrangements for
your children during this time or arrange to have
your parent's evening appointment over the
phone. Thank you.

Children’s belongings

Please can we ask that you are
mindful about what is in the bag that
your child brings to Nursery each
day. As we encourage the children

to be independent where possible,
their bags are stored within their reach, so it is
very important that food or medications are not
kept in them. A snack that has been popped in for
the walk home may be a favourite for your child
but might cause a dangerous allergic reaction for
someone else’s.

It would also be a very big help to us if you could
keep home toys at home. While we understand
that the children like to have familiar things with
them and to show them to their friends, we get
very sad children when their favourite toy gets lost
amongst all our toys or when other children want
to play with them too.

Book Bag Reminder
The Over 3s’ have a library day on a \
Wednesday with Nicky. Don'’t forget to
send their book bags in so that they

can choose a book to borrow for the week. If your
child doesn'’t attend on a Wednesday, chat to your



child’s  keyworker about an alternative
arrangement. The children will also have the
opportunity in the last week of this half term to visit
the mobile library to choose some books to
borrow.

Woodwork

We go through lots of resources in our
Vs woodwork area. It would really help us
;\;aﬂ out if you were able to save any corks,

A

foil cases or milk container lids and
bring them in for us to practice hammering nails
through.

Big Garden Bird Watch

We will be taking part in the RSPB Big
Garden Birdwatch to find out which birds are
brave enough to visit our garden! If anyone
has any mini binoculars that they no longer

need, we will gladly rehome them for you!

Families Aloud

Would you like to see the kind of
things your child gets up to at
Nursery and get to know other
parents? On Sunday 15t March

between 10am and 12 noon, we
will open Nursery for you to come and have a play
with your child/children (older and younger siblings
are very welcome too, as are grandparents,
cousins and friends!) This is always a wonderful




event and a great chance to get to know you a bit
better. We hope to see lots of you there!

Dates for your Diary

Mon 16" — Fri 20™
February

HALF TERM
We are open for pre-booked Holiday Care

Mon 23™
February

Nursery reopens

Sun 15t March

Families Aloud 10am - noon

Weds 4" March

World Book Day
Children dress up in their pjs and enjoy book-related fun in
Nursery

Weds 4" March

Parent Consultation Evening - Up to 3s’

Weds 11" March

Parent Consultation Evening - Nursery School

Weds 18" March

Parent Consultation Evening - Up to 3s’

Fri 20" March

Red Nose Day
Wear something red and bring a donation for the work of this
wonderful charity!

Weds 25" March

Taster Evening 4pm — 5pm for children starting in Nursery
school after Easter

Mon 30t March -

EASTER HOLIDAYS.

: 40th - We are open for pre-booked Holiday Care (except for Good
Fri 10" April ,
Friday and Easter Monday)
Mon 13" April Summer Term Begins
Mon 4" May May Day Bank Holiday — Nursery is closed
HALF TERM
th _
II\:/Ir?r2192th5MI;/Iay We are open for pre-booked Holiday Care Tuesday — Friday
y as the Monday is a Bank Holiday
Last day of the Summer Term & Leavers’ Celebration
Weds 22" July Over 3s’ Nursery School is only open in the morning as we

say our goodbyes to our children going off to school in the
afternoon.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE IS STILL

ONE MORE INSET DAY TO COME. DATE TO BE CONFIRMED.




